
Conference

23 &ndash; 27 August 2009
STELLENBOSCH, SOUTH AFRICA

Dear Friends & Colleagues,

It gives me great pleasure to invite you to attend the 10th International Conference on the Ecology and Management of
Alien Plant Invasions (EMAPI 10) which will be held near Stellenbosch, South Africa, on 23-27 August 2009.

The EMAPI conference series started in April 1992 with the 1st International Workshop on the Ecology and Management
of Invasive Riparian and Aquatic Plants at Loughborough University in the U.K.  EMAPI 2 was held in the Czech Republic
in 1993. Since then, EMAPI conferences have been held every two years (in Arizona, Germany, Italy, the United
Kingdom, Florida, Poland, and Australia).  They are now well established as the premier international forum for
researchers working on all aspects relating to the ecology and management of alien plant invasions.

After a very successful EMAPI 9 in Perth, Australia, in September 2003, EMAPI stays in the Southern Hemisphere, but
moves to Africa for the first time.

South Africa has a long history of problems with alien plant invasions.  Invasions have also been well studied, and various
successful management programmes have been launched, including the well known Working for Water Programme. 
South Africa is also home to the first government-funded Centre of Excellence for Invasion Biology [hyperlink to
www.sun.ac.za/cib].

The venue for the conference is the attractive Spier Estate [hyperlink to www.spier.co.za], situated in the winelands,
about 10 km from the town of Stellenbosch and 40 km from Cape Town.  The region is situated in the famous Cape
Floristic Region, with many opportunities for nature-based tourism.

The Scientific programme at EMAPI 10 will be structured to include invited keynote talks, oral & poster presentations,
workshops, and whatever else we can think of to make the event memorable and useful for delegates.

The Conference program will also include various field trips during the meeting, details of which will be provided later.

A tentative list of themes was developed during the closing session of EMAPI 9 in Perth in September 2007. See
the revised list of themes in the paragraph : Scientific Program, below. We would welcome ideas regarding special
sessions, symposia, or workshops for possible inclusion in the programme for EMAPI 10.  All suggestions will be given
serious attention.

Please spread the word about EMAPI 10 &ndash; I can promise you a memorable conference!

I look forward to welcoming you in Stellenbosch in August 2009!

Cheers

Dave Richardson
Chair, Organizing Committee
rich@sun.ac.za
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Scientific Program

The format of the 10th EMAPI meeting includes Plenary papers by invited speakers combined with oral presentations,
poster displays and discussion sessions to complement the themes:

Molecular ecology of plant invasions
Invader-induced trophic cascades
Novel ecosystems
Human dimensions of plant invasions
Mapping & modeling of plant invasions
Methods for risk analysis in biosecurity
Managing invasive plants ~ learning from successes and failures
Plant invasions in protected areas
Plant invasions in arid systems ~ special problems, special solutions
Plant invasions in mountains &ndash; ecology and management
Theories in plant invasion ecology
Nurseries ~ never-ending source of invasive species?
Biofuels ~ a major source of problems with invasive plants in the future?
Communication, education & social marketing ~ beyond pretty posters to behaviour change
General

Important dates and deadlines:

Second announcement & call for abstracts: October 2008
Submission of  abstract titles: 30 November 2008
Submission of abstracts: 28 February 2009

Early Registration for authors and delegates: 30 November &ndash; 15 February 2009
Registration: 15 February - 31 March 2009
Late Registration: > 15 May 2009

ACCOMMODATION & CONFERENCE VENUE

Business tourism is a primary economic growth area for the Western Cape, and Spier is perfectly situated to satisfy this
sector of the market. Surrounded by vineyards and indigenous gardens, Spier&rsquo;s conference centre is only 25
minutes from Cape Town International Airport and 40 minutes from Cape Town.
The Spier Hotel, built in 2000, is a place in which to relax and unwind. The 155-bedroom hotel is built on the banks of the
Eerste River and has panoramic views of the Helderberg mountains and vineyards. The Spier Hotel provides four star
comforts in a charming village-style setting with comfortable, spacious bedrooms grouped around six private courtyards
and individual pools. Spier puts its focus on sustainability and wherever possible locally made and environmentally
friendly products are used.
Spier also offers stimulating experiences, from exploring the collection of contemporary South African and African art to
discovering the art in Spier&rsquo;s wines. Guests can wander around the extensive grounds, landscaped with
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indigenous plants, or ramble along the river banks, watching the bird life or simply enjoy the peace. 
Spier Hotel takes pride in personal and friendly service offering an extensive range of services, and a number of different
facilities on the estate with guest relations ambassadors available to assist. Services include 24 hour Internet access,
Travel and tour desk, 24 Hour room service, Foreign Exchange, Laundry & dry cleaning, Disabled rooms and facilities &
Airport transfers 
Special room rates for the attendees of the EMAPI Conference have been negotiated. To take advantage of these rates
and ensure your accommodation at the hotel, reservations should be made by completing the booking form which will be
provided soon. You are welcome to indicate your interest to stay at Spier Hotel on the Expression of Interest Form [insert
lonk here]  

Social Program
Cape Town and Stellenbosch have a plentitude of attractions, cultures and traditions to which we would like to introduce
you during your stay. Our cuisine is just as diverse as our people and we are planning to offer a few of our specialities to
you.

Accompanying Program
After a leisurely breakfast, companions will be met in the foyer for a day of discovering the splendours of bustling Cape
Town.  Guests will get to browse the many arts and crafts outlets, visit the Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden, go to
some of the best wineries for cheese & wine, and much much more.  More exciting information will be provided at a later
stage.

Additional Information about Stellenbosch, Cape Town & South Africa

Weather
August in Cape Town, is a typical winter month with in a temperate winter rainfall region, where short spells of snow fall
occurs on the higher mountain ranges. An average maximum of 18 &ndash; 20 
C and a minimum of 5 &ndash; 11  
C during winter days can be expected. 

Currency & Banking
The South African unit of currency is the Rand (ZAR). No other currency will be accepted in local businesses. Foreign
exchange facilities are available at the airports, hotels and tourist centres such as the V & A Waterfront. 

Transport
Guests can arrange with the Hotels to book transport to the major tourist locations in and around Cape Town.

Travel & Health Insurance
Guests are advised to make arrangements for personal travel and health insurance as the organisers shall not be
responsible for, and shall be exempt from, all and any liability in respect to loss, damage, injury or accident, to any
person, luggage or any other property for any reason whatsoever. 
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